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Copy N@o _ﬁ_
TS# 102553
2 Fovenbexr 1956
Mamorsndum ford Me, Paul 55X1A93
re o [ (%29)
Bubjeot 1 Symington Committes, folles=up question on BFAR

production,

1, The following sre suggested paragraphe for transmittal to the
committea, written in accordance vith the DOI'e instruction that new
figures should be given for BISON as well as DEAR:

it the time of the DCI'z testimony hefors the committee In April
1956, no sgresd national estimate of ourrent production of BEAR turboprop
heuvy bombers had beer made, SBince that tims, however, we have undertsken
s somplete review of all svidence on Soviet heavy bombars, Bgsed on this
roview, 1t 1s our agreod national estimste thet about A0 BEAR aircraft
had been produced in the USER by 1 July 1956, and thet about 30 were in
Boviet operational units at that time, This review alsc resulted in a
nev ostimate of Soviet production of BISON jet heavy bombers, and our
owrrent sgresd national estimate ia that about 40 BISON eircraft had
been produced by 1 July 1956, with sbout 35 in operationel units, These
figures, vhich are lower than those given to the Cammities in April,
result fmm evidence whloh indicates that, probsbly at least in peart
bissuse of production difficulties, BISON and BEAR production in 1955
;:dtl*?gﬁ vas at a considerably lowar rate than we had prsviously balleved

be be,

"There has been no changs in our estimate that by mid-1959 the USSR
will probably have about 400 BISON anmd 300 BEAR aireraft in operstional
units, Howvever, bessuse of the lower current production rates indisated
above, we now 6stimete that todal cumlative production of these airaraft
by mid-1959 will be about 470 BISON and 430 BEAR,®
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2+ Yor your information ‘
scainst the DT's testimory &%1: g’ztwm new figures steck up
o
Arril testimony Current ectimate
1 Aprid 156 wid59 1 July 'S6 mide5y

Cumilative
yroduction ‘not glvan 460 40 430
Iz eperationa)
units 45 uwinus 00 30 00
RisgE

April testimony Current estimate
Cumlative
production 100 700 40 270

auihat%imgtas of Soviet alreraft produstien snd strangth by ssying

nl;i-utimgtaa ?s& boen medes They suprlied no fisures, d2§§i1¢ uhazhzg;aﬂ

published v-rs¢§: :§ §h¢ Tulning transeript ssys. Their statement ves
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